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lighted match. From behind the protection of their masonry wall
and wine butts the Spaniards in the trenches fired their ordnance,
harquebuses and muskets. The flag-galley fired as her sister ship had
done, ordnance and small shot. In the glare of the artillery the enemy
was seen to hesitate. But Garleill had kept his men near the sea's
edge as he felt his way forward. It is possible that, to avoid the
poisoned stakes which they knew had been set out, the English
advanced actually wading through the water.1 In any event, the
Spanish fire went high. CarleilTs picked forlorn now discovered the
vulnerable breach in the Spanish work. Where the masonry wall
ended in hastily placed wine butts he made his assault with good
long English pikes, and here he encountered Captain Alonso Bravo
and his men, with whom the English closed.
Now was there shouting, invocation of patron saints, exchange of
insults, and the clash of steel. The English main-battle, ordered to
come on, advanced yelling. The Spaniards answered with their
classic war-cry of 'Santiago y cierra EspanaP To which Don Pedro
Vique added the further encouragement: 'They are heretics and
few!' Captain Bravo was heard to shout: 'Here, soldiers! Here,
lancers!' And again, 'Here, Spaniards!5 When his superior called for
Spaniards Cosme de la Sal,2 ensign of Bravo's company leaped
forward with his flag in one hand, his sword in the other, and there
Carleill himself slew him as he fought Very manfully to his life's
end.'
Then a voice was heard crying, in Spanish: 'Retire, gentlemen,
for we are lost!' Whether this was Captain Bravo's or not, seems not
to be proven.3 In any event, it was heard; and heeded. Those who
had not heeded it immediately found themselves presently alone at
the Caleta. No efforts which Governor Fernandez de Busto, Don
Pedro Vique and lesser men there may have made or failed to make
sufficed to check the rout which followed as, 'with pikes roundly
together', the English broke through the Caleta at its weakest point.
1 Bigges, op. cit., p. 119; p.livpost, n. 2. Castellanos, op. tit., says (p. 175, cf.p. 184)
that the English captured two negroes who warned them of the poisoned stakes.
Gf. Document No. 30 post, enclosure.
2 Or De la Sala or De las Alas? Bigges, op. cit.t p. 118. See also A. de /., 72-5-18,
Santa F6 89, papers of his widow, Juana de Miranda, who assembled evidence of
the manner of his death; cf. Document No. 27 post, depositions of Liranc.0 Ariza
and Alonso Bravo.
8 Bart61ome Lopez accuses Bravo in defending himself against Lodena's charges
against him, in A. de /., 72-5-18, Santa F6 89. It was alleged that Bravo was
responsible for the loss of Cartagena because he went forward of the wine butts
instead of remaining behind what shelter they afforded. He seems to admit that he
did this, in his deposition in Document No. 27 post.